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Prof. Musangi fondly remembered that his association with Egerton 

College started in 1961, when, as a final-year Agriculture student at 

Makerere College, he and his classmates stayed for two nights at the 

College while touring neighbouring 
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for Egerton staff, and acquisition of equipment. Promoting research, 

teaching, and community service, the programme constituted a big leap 

forward for Egerton. The SECID impact on infrastructure and staff 

development not only increased the student population from 860 in 1982 

to 1526 in the 1986/1987 academic year but also solidified the chances 

for the eventual upgrading of the College to a fully-fledged University. 

 

Another development at Egerton specifically attributable to Prof. Musangi 

was the Institutional Development for Agricultural Training (IDAT) 

programme. The purpose of IDAT was to strengthen and consolidate the 

activities under the previous expansion programme, which had ended in 

July 1984. IDAT resulted in additional training opportunities for Egerton 

staff. 

 

Two new diploma programmes were initiated at Egerton in the 1980s in 

addition to the fourteen already established. These were Diploma in Food 
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An expert builder of intricate academic and development networks, 

internationally respected and connected to numerous donors, Prof. 

Musangi stimulated unprecedented vibrancy in research, outreach, and 

related activities at his institution. In particular, Prof. Musangi 

spearheaded the intensification of Egerton’s outreach programme, which 

led to the setting up of the Agricultural Resources Centre (ARC). 

Similarly, under him, Egerton’s collaboration with the International 

Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), which had started in 

1975, deepened. This collaboration resulted in joint work in a variety of 

projects as well as in the establishment of the Crop Management Research 

and Training Centre (CMRT). Both ARC and CMRT continue to thrive 

as facilities for training of agricultural professionals at the University. 

 

The establishment of linkages between Egerton College and other 

institutions owed a great deal to Prof. Musangi’s personal initiative. 

Besides the institutional linkages between Egerton and the SECID 

universities, collaborative activities developed between the College and 

other institutions – especially in research and extension. The linkages 

expanded as Egerton College became a University. 

 

Concerned about the state of farms around the College, in 1984 Prof. 

Musangi established an extension project whose aim was to disseminate 
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the knowledge generated at his learning institution to the benefit of 

farmers in the neighbourhood. 

 

The increased demand for academic staff at the growing institution led to 

aggressive recruitment in the 1980s. Prof. Musangi travelled overseas to 

personally meet identified bright postgraduate students to persuade them 

to join Egerton upon the completion of their studies, and he successfully 
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Ayany Committee) in December 1983 to look into the issue. The Ayany 

Committee submitted its report on 30 April 1984. The Committee was 

fully satisfied that the College was ready, in terms of both availability of 

land, and physical and academic infrastructure, to start degree courses. 

 

Subsequently, the Government decided to first upgrade Egerton College 

to a Constituent College of the University of Nairobi in 1986. It was, 

therefore, the University of Nairobi 



7 
 

of Biological Sciences (Zoology and Botany) and Physical Sciences 

(Mathematics, Computer Science, Chemistry, and Physics). 

 

Only a year later, in 1987, Egerton University was established as an 

independent institution through an Act of Parliament, becoming Kenya’s 

fourth public university (alongside 
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Prof. Musangi published widely in the area of Animal Science and 
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